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By Ed Folven, Editor
Los Angeles officials honored their partners in law enforcement Wednesday on “10-4 Day”, a third annual event that includes a procession of antique police cars down Hollywood Boulevard and remarks by top police authorities and celebrities who have portrayed police officers on television. 

The event is organized by Los Angeles City Councilman Tom LaBonge, 4th District, is to recognize the important services provided by law enforcement. Held each year on October 4, “10-4 Day” takes its name from the classic radio call signal meaning affirmative that has been made popular over the year in many television programs and films. The procession headed down Hollywood Boulevard and stopped in front of hundreds of bewildered fans and tourists for a surprise ceremony in front of the Hollywood and Highland complex. 

“With Chief Bratton and Sheriff Baca, I thought it would be great day to get together and honor law enforcement,” LaBonge said. “I grew up watching the ‘Highway Patrol’, the famous show with Broderick Crawford, and now we have the California Highway Patrol, the sheriff’s department and the LAPD. It’s a tremendous effort now.”

The parade featured dozens of old police cars and some unusual ones, such as a LAPD Ford Mustang convertible, and a CHP Chevrolet Camaro. Actor Erik Estrada, who was memorable in his role on “CHiPs”, pulled up in a black Bentley with a CHP sticker on the side. Other celebrities included Kent McCord of “ADAM-12”, and Shotgun Tom Kelly of K-EARTH 101 FM. The grand marshal for the parade was Vera Jimenez of CBS News.

The ceremony was held near the Walk of Fame star of Broderick Crawford, and his son Kelly Crawford appeared and thanked the crowd. Gary Goltz, of the CHP 11-99 Foundation, who owns a restored 1950s Buick police car like the one used in the “Highway Patrol” show, used the opportunity to make a point about safety.

“Seven CHP officers have been killed in the last year,” Goltz said. “When you see them doing a doing a traffic stop, you need to be careful. Safety is what this is all about.”  
    
